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speculations; that explains his use of an unrealized sym-
bolism and his lack of consistency. We wonder what
happened to him during the last ten years. He has been
strangely silent all this time. Perhaps he has found the
personal salvation he had been looking for all his life.

If anything distinguishes Keyserling from Guenon,
it is the latter's consistency.   It amazes and terrifies the
reader; the impression it creates in his mind is that of a
mania, a fixed idea, an obsession. No other western scho-
lar has exposed with the same vehemence that very same
principle of progress underlying all European civiliza-
tion during the last few centuries. "Tradition* is the
kev-word for everything that Guenon has ever written,
and whatever is outside tradition is rejected with all the
spiritual violence at his command. Guenon is as intensely
pre-occupied with western civilization as Kevserling; he is
as much concerned with the revaluation of the standards
of conduct as Tolstoy or Romain Rolland. But he has made
up his mind as regards the trend of western 'progress*
and he has nothing but contempt for it:   'The civiliza-
tion of the modern West appears in history as a veritable
anomaly: among all those which are known to us more
or less completely this civilization is the only one which
has developed along purely material lines, and this mons-
trous development, whose beginning coincides with the
so-called Renaissance, has been accompanied, as indeed
it was fated to be, by a corresponding intellectual regress.
This regress has reached such a point that the Westerner
of today no longer suspects that anything of the kind
can exist; hence their disdain, not only for eastern civi-